Call for Papers

Art within Us – Action, Gestures, Emotions and Imagination
Research symposium at the University of Jyväskylä, 8 –9 November 2018
Art is a part of life in many ways. Someone hums Beethoven when hanging laundry, while poetry
verses spontaneously come into another’s mind on certain occasions. Art imagines in us; it provides
company, comfort and joy, accompanies life and gives it rhythm, provides models and transforms
our ways of being together. The presence of art in life is diverse and includes cultural phenomena
from both within and outside the institutional art world. Significant art experiences have a longlasting impact and we often want to share them with others. In the company of art, whether in
words, images, tones, movement or some other form, we shape ourselves, explore the world and
our relationships to values, ideas and other people.
To look at art in terms of activity and practice, surpassing the traditional distinction between
production and reception, is a novel viewpoint, which however finds support in many fields of
science, such as research on the human mind, philosophy, infant research, communication studies
and anthropology. To look at art as action means to shift the focus from artworks to the aesthetic
and often multimodal processes that occur with art. They include gestures, emotion and
imagination, often in shared and intersubjective processes, where we attach to the world and
interact with it. This indicates the continuity between art and life, and the open and permeable
character of their border. The model opens interesting perspectives on the inseparable and
reciprocal relationship of mind and body, on the intersubjective, hybrid or extended mind, as well as
on how the arts can support wellbeing, development and learning or communication in multicultural
contexts. Understanding these phenomena requires multi- and interdisciplinary cooperation
between various scientific approaches.
Confirmed keynote speakers:
Helena de Preester, School of Art, University College Ghent (human mind and embodiment,
selfhood, technology, imagination and motion)
Tone Roald, Department of psychology, University of Copenhagen (aesthetic experience,
consciousness, selfhood, developmental psychology, Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology)
We invite researchers from the different fields of arts research (including art education and artistic
research), philosophy, cognitive science, psychology, culture, education and communication studies
and other fields to submit presentation proposals for the symposium.
Please send your abstract (200–300 words in English, Finnish or Swedish) by 15th August 2018 to the
conference secretary, Johan Kalmanlehto: johan.kalmanlehto@jyu.fi. Notification of acceptance will
be sent by the end of August.
Organizers: The Department of Music, Art and Culture Studies at the University of Jyväskylä, the
Finnish Society for Research in Arts Education and the Hollo Institute.

